
CITY OF RIESEL 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES ~ JANUARY 8TH , 2013 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED that on Tuesday JANUARY 8TH , 2013, the Riesel City Council met in a REGULAR called session, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Riesel City Hall Meeting Room, at 104 Hwy. 6 North in Riesel, Texas, with notice of said meeting 
having been posted at least 72 hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Roger Fitzpatrick, presiding officer, at 6:30 p.m. 

Council Members Present: Gerry Suttle, Jeanne Lehrmann, Al Bumelis, Deena Tobias & Phyllis Koester     

Employees Present: Alisha Flanary, Daryl Uptmore & Pete Zuniga 

Visitors Present:  Debra Haynes, Ray Kemp, Mark Spencer 

Consent Items :  Gerry Suttle made a motion to approve all consent items including Minutes from December 11th,   2012 and 
Work Session Minutes from January 3rd, 2013;  the payment of bills/payroll; and the monthly Financial Reports.  Jeanne Lehrmann 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Visitor’s Comments:  None 

Plant Update:  Sandy Creek Project Director, Mark Spencer, reported that they had some minor issues this past month.  There 
were some tube leaks, but repairs have been made and they are now back in commission, currently producing about 500 
megawatts of electricity being sent to the grid.  They are resuming coal deliveries and will receive 4 train loads of coal per week 
and are burning 475 tons of coal per hour. 

Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Fitzpatrick gave a brief update of discussion items from the January 3 work session.  He stated that 
Council met with Ben Rosenberg, Financial Advisor from Coastal Securities and discussed funding and refunding ideas and 
options.  Also, Stephen Dorman from KSA attended the work session and gave new council members some insight on current 
projects.  Mayor Fitzpatrick also noted that council discussed irrigation field maintenance (hay baling options), bridge 
maintenance, Mullens Park, CPA services, updating Park and Zoning Committees and possibly forming a Planning Committee and 
a Charles St Project Committee.   

City Secretary’s Report:  Alisha Flanary reported that Payroll Changes were being implemented for the new year and that W-2’s 
were being prepared.  City audit preparation has begun and the Worker’s Comp Audit has been completed.  The RMS preliminary 
budget was completed and year end financial reports are currently being prepared.  Verizon was selected for phone service and 5 
smart phones were purchased for police and utility department employees and three USB air cards were purchased for the police 
vehicles.  New desks have been ordered and delivery/installation will be this week.  Intended Use Plan has been submitted for the 
Arsenic Reduction Project.  Special thanks and appreciation was expressed to Sandy Creek for allowing council and employees to 
attend a tour of the power plant and for keeping the community involved and informed of their progress. 

Sandy Creek Tax Abatement Addendum:  Gerry Suttle made a motion to approve an Addendum Clarifying a Tax Abatement 
Agreement between the City of Riesel, Texas and Sandy Creek Energy Associates, L.P. that was originally approved on January 3, 
2006.  (The addendum states that the City of Riesel and Sandy Creek agree that the abatement of property taxes shall be January 
1, 2013, thus the first year of abatement shall be the 2013 tax year for which taxes are payable on January 31, 2014. ) Deena 
Tobias seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Sewer Irrigation Field Maintenance/Hay Baling:  Gerry Suttle made a motion to table discussion on this subject until further 
legalities could be researched.  Phyllis Koester seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Coastal Securities Financial Advisory Services:  Al Bumelis made a motion to table this discussion until the next council 
meeting.  Deena Tobias seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Mowing:  Al Bumelis made a motion to hire Cody Stein to mow the sides of the Rattlesnake Bridge for $350 per cutting and to 
discontinue the routine mowing and shredding of the park and only have Stein do it as necessary on an “on call” basis, when the 
City staff is unable to get it done.  Phyllis Koester seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Allied Tank Contract:  Gerry Suttle made a motion to cancel the inspection contract with Allied Tank Services and for the Utility 
Superintendent to perform the inspections in the future, as allowed by TCEQ, thus saving the city $3,000 per year.  Deena Tobias 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 



Minutes:  Phyllis Koester made a motion to have the minutes posted in the Rustler within 2 weeks of the council meetings, with a 
disclaimer stating that the minutes are “pending final council approval”.  Al Bumelis seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  

With no further business and with no objection, the meeting adjourned at 7:34 pm. 

 
 
 
        _______________________________________________________ 

Roger Fitzpatrick, Mayor     Attest:  Alisha Flanary City Secretary 


