
 PUBLIC NOTICE: RIESEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON 03.24.2026       
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Riesel, McLennan County, Texas, will hold a SPECIAL-
called meeting on Tuesday, MARCH 24TH, 2026 at 6:30 PM at Riesel City Hall, 104 N Hwy 6, to discuss the following 
matters: 

1. Call to Order; Confirm Quorum; Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Consent Agenda: Consent Items are considered routine by the City Council and will be enacted on by one motion to 
approve all items listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items other than asking simple questions 
for clarification. 
 a.) Approval of Minutes from Council Meetings on: 03/17/2026 
 b.) Payment of STV Engineering Invoices for the Arsenic Mitigation project:  
   CIRI2000573.00-28 Oct. 17, 2025 for $89,346.56 
   CIRI2000573.00-29 Nov. 12, 2025 for $19,501.68 
   CIRI2000573.00-30 Dec. 26, 2025 for $39,298.60 
   CIRI2000573.00-31 Jan. 25, 2026 for $26,794.61 
   CIRI2000573.00-32 Feb. 25, 2026 for $26,745.99 
   CIRI2000573.00-28 Mar. 5, 2026 for $14,279.58 

 
3. Visitors’ Comments: This is an opportunity for visitors to bring any item to the City Council’s attention.  Comments 

limited to 3 minutes per visitor. No deliberation may be held on the matter, except limited to a proposal to put the subject 
on the agenda for a subsequent meeting. 

 
4. Executive Session: A closed meeting will be held pursuant to Section 551.074 of the Government Code (V.C.T.A.) for 

the City Council to deliberate the duties, evaluation, employment, and/or appointment of a public officer or employee: 
UTILITY MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT CANDIDATES  Convene at: ______ (time)      Resume Open Session at: _______ (time) 

 
5. Discussion and action regarding the subject of executive session 

 
6. AUDIT: Consideration and action pertaining to acceptance of the 2025 Financial Audit of the General, Water and Sewer 

Funds, conducted by Paul Christensen & Associates, LLC 
 

7. ATMOS: Consider and act regarding the approval of Resolution #2026-0224, ACTION TO SUSPEND FOR 45 DAYS 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE PROPOSED BY ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION – MIDTEX DIVISION, TO INCREASE 
RATES UNDER THE GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM, AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY’S 
CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN A CIOALITION OF CITIES KNOWN AS “ATMOS TEXAS MUNICIPALITIES” 
 

 
8. Adjournment 
 

I hereby certify that this notice was placed at its present location at least 3 days prior to the above meeting time.   
Posted on Thursday, 03/19/2026 at 3:00 PM 

Alisha Flanary 
Alisha Flanary, City Secretary 



MARCH 17, 2026 CITY OF RIESEL                  MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED that on MARCH 17, 2026, the Riesel City Council met in a REGULAR-called meeting, at 6:30 p.m. in the Riesel 
City Hall Meeting Room, at 104 Hwy. 6 North in Riesel, Texas, with notice of the meeting having been posted at least 72 hours in 
advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code. 

 
Call to Order:  Mayor Jennifer Hogg called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM 
Council Members Present:   Bobby Dieterich, Paul Winkler, Kevin Wunderlich & Debbie Kilgore 
Employees Present:  Alisha Flanary, Randy Ehlers, Ryan Dieterich  
Visitors Present: Jennifer Boen, Linda Hogg, Keith Pace, Dakota Davis, Deanna Davis 
 
Mayor Hogg led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the invocation. 
 
Resignation: Debbie Kilgore moved to accept the resignation of Council Member, Deanna Davis, who asked to step away. Paul Winkler 
seconded that motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Unexpired Term: Bobby Dieterich made a motion to advertise the vacant council seat in the paper and on social media to allow the public the 
opportunity to apply for the unexpired council member term until the November 2026 election. Kevin Wunderlich gave a second and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Visitors’ Comments: Linda Hogg asked about the drainage project that engineers were looking into last year. Keith Pace asked Council to draft 
a plan for active code enforcement to address continued violations on his street. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 1: at 6:43 pm, Council Members convened into a closed meeting pursuant to Section 551.074of the Government Code 
(V.C.T.A.) for the City Council to deliberate the duties, evaluation, employment, and/or appointment of a public officer or employee:  
Utility Maintenance Candidates 
At 6:55 PM Council reconvened into open session, stating that no action was taken during the closed session. 
 
Hiring Authorization: Debbie Kilgore moved to authorize Randy Ehlers to continue the interview/background check process and to authorize 
him to hire his choice of qualified candidate. Bobby Dieterich seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 2: at 6:58 pm, Council Members convened into a closed meeting pursuant to Section 551.072of the Government Code 
(V.C.T.A.) for the City Council to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property because deliberation in an open meeting 
would have a detrimental  effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third party: potential LAND purchase for future city hall & 
possible community center 
At 7:22 PM Council reconvened into open session, stating that no action was taken during the closed session. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 3:  Council Members tabled Cristen Conner’s annual evaluation until April, to coincide with her anniversary month.  
 
Consent Items: Debbie Kilgore made a motion to approve items a. Minutes from 2/17/2026 and b. Payment of bills/payroll & monthly financial 
reports and to TABLE payment of STV invoices until the special meeting next week and to have the city’s auditor review the invoices and 
supporting document to ensure there will be no concerns for next year’s audit in regards to payment of the invoices as is.  Kevin Wunderlich 
seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 
 
Amended Subrecipient Agreement: Paul Winkler moved to approve an Amended Subrecipient Agreement to include negotiation/acquisition 
of land for easements and infrastructure for the alluvium well project to mitigate arsenic violations in the city’s water supply. Kevin Wunderlich 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Land Closing: Kevin Wunderlich moved to ratify the mayor’s signature on land sale contract for new land purchase on Hwy 6 and to authorize 
her to sign all closing documents and forms to complete the transaction, including the payment by cashier’s check from the city’s general 
money market account. Debbie Kilgore seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 



MARCH 17, 2026 CITY OF RIESEL                  MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
Monthly Reports were submitted to Council from each department head: Randy Ehlers, Ryan Dieterich & Alisha Flanary 
 
Discussion: Mayor Hogg reported that she signed a letter of support for the Bridge Across the Brazos linking Riesel to Waco, therefore reducing 
the time it takes emergency response to reach this area. Pete Sessions will be seeking support and funding from Congress in Washington in the 
near future. 
 
 
 

  

Adjournment: With no further business, Mayor Hogg adjourned the meeting at 8:14 PM 
 
 
 
 

______________________________                                                  _________________________________ 
Mayor, Jennifer Hogg                               Attest:  Alisha Flanary, City Secretary 



Invoice summaries 

Invoice 33 January 31, 2026 through February 27, 2026 

• Ph 52 Project Management – time preparing ARPA reports for McLennan County 
• Ph 68 Survey (Design & Construction) – topo office work, easement review by RPLS 
• Ph 70 Survey (Easements) – office work to prepare 4ac BASF tract 
• Ph 74 Environmental – environmental report 
• Ph 75 Environmental: Horizon – Environmental subconsultant 
• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – EPA/TCEQ Quarterly report, test well research and review w/ 

Collier Consulting 

Invoice 32 January 3, 2026 through January 30, 2026 

• Ph 68 Survey (Design & Construction) – RPLS quality review of easement exhibits 
• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – 83+ hours environmental report work, internal project 

management meetings, monthly reporting, testing well sample and dosage 
calculations 

Invoice 31 November 29, 2025 through January 2, 2026 

• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – 202 hours environmental field work and reporting 
• Ph 96 Expenses – Environmental travel expenses 

Invoice 30 November 1, 2025 through November 28, 2025 

• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – 257 hours of survey field crew and office time, topo & 
easements, monthly reporting 

• Ph 96 Expenses – Terry travel expenses 

Invoice 29 October 1, 2025 through October 31, 2025 

• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – 150 hours field crew and office work, topo, utility locations, 
tree survey, monthly reporting 

Invoice 28 August 30, 2025 through September 30, 2025 

• Ph 74 Environmental – environmental report 
• Ph 80 Amendment 2 – 940 hours field crew and office work, topo, boundary, 

coordination, monthly and quarterly reporting, time accrued July through 
September 
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Atmos MidTex 2026 GRIP 

Suspension Resolution 

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 
AGENDA ITEM NO. _____________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ATMOS TEXAS MUNICIPALITIES     
 
The City is a member of the Atmos Texas Municipalities (“ATM”).  The ATM group was 
organized by a number of municipalities served by Atmos Energy Corporation – MidTex Division 
(“Atmos Energy”) and has been represented by the law firm of Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC 
to assist in reviewing applications to change rates submitted by Atmos Energy. 
 
“GRIP” RATE APPLICATION 

 
Under section 104.301 of the Gas Utility Regulatory Act (“GURA”), a gas utility is allowed to 
request increases in its rates to recover a return on investments it makes between general rate cases.  
This section of GURA is commonly referred to as the “GRIP” statute, that is, the “Gas Reliability 
Infrastructure Program.” 
 
Under a decision by the Supreme Court of Texas, the Court concluded that a filing made under the 
GRIP statute permitted gas utilities the opportunity to recover return on capital expenditures made 
during the interim period between general rate cases by applying for an interim rate adjustment 
and that proceedings under the GRIP statute did not contemplate either adjudicative hearings or 
substantive review of utilities' filings for interim rate adjustments.  Instead, the Court concluded, 
the GRIP statute provides for a ministerial review of the utility’s filings to ensure compliance with 
the GRIP statute and the Railroad Commission’s rules, and that it is within the Railroad 
Commission’s authority to preclude cities from intervening and obtaining a hearing before the 
Railroad Commission. 
 
ATMOS ENERGY’S “GRIP” APPLICATION 
 
On or about February 20, 2026, Atmos Energy filed for an increase in gas utility rates under the 
Gas Reliability Infrastructure Program (“GRIP”).  Atmos Energy’s application if approved by the 
Commission will result in an increase in the monthly customer charges as shown below: 
 
 
 

ACTION TO SUSPEND FOR 45 DAYS THE EFFECTIVE DATE 
PROPOSED BY ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION – MIDTEX 
DIVISION, TO INCREASE RATES UNDER THE GAS RELIABILITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM, AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY’S 
CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN A COALITION OF CITIES KNOWN 
AS THE “ATMOS TEXAS MUNICIPALITIES” 
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Atmos MidTex 2026 GRIP 

Suspension Resolution 

Rate Schedule 

Current 
Customer 

Charge 

Proposed 2026 
Interim Rate 
Adjustment 

Adjusted 
Charge 

Increase 
Per Bill 

Rate R – Residential 
Sales 

$25.03 per 
customer per 

month 

$10.59 per 
customer per 

month 

$35.62 per 
customer per 

month $10.59 

Rate C – Commercial 
Sales 

$140.01 per 
customer per 

month 

$38.65 per 
customer per 

month 

$178.66 per 
customer per 

month $38.65 
Rate I (Industrial) & 

Rate T (Transportation) 
$2,100.00 per 

meter per month 
$658.18 per 

meter per month 
$2,758.18 per 

meter per month $658.18 
 
Also, Atmos Energy’s proposed increase in revenue results in the following approximate 
percentage increases in a customer’s base-rate bills.  Base rates recover Atmos Energy’s costs 
excluding the cost of gas and are the costs that are directly within Atmos Energy’s control: 
 

Residential Gas Service:    42.31% increase in customer charge per bill 
 Commercial Gas Service:   27.61% increase in customer charge per bill 

Industrial & Transportation Gas Service: 31.34% increase in customer charge per       
        meter 

 
The increase in an average customer’s bill is shown below: 
 

Residential Gas Service:    20.86% increase in customer bill 
 Commercial Gas Service:   17.28% increase in customer bill 

Industrial:     21.05% increase in customer bill 
Transportation:    10.58% increase in customer bill 
 

Atmos Energy’s application, if approved by the Railroad Commission, will result in a systemwide 
increase in Atmos Energy’s revenue of about $286.9 million, of which ATM’s portion is about 
$28.2 million.  Atmos Energy proposed an effective date of April 21, 2026. 
 
REVIEW AND ACTION RECOMMENDED 
 
In light of the Texas Supreme Court’s opinion, the City’s ability to review and effectuate a change 
in Atmos Energy’s requested increase is limited.  Nonetheless, to allow for a limited review of 
Atmos Energy’s GRIP application, and given the limited authority cities have in GRIP cases, it is 
recommended that the City suspend Atmos Energy’s proposed effective date of April 21, 2026 for 
forty-five days as allowed by state law, so that the City may evaluate whether the data and 
calculations in Atmos Energy’s rate application are correctly done. 
 
Therefore, ATM’s Special Counsel, the law firm of Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC recommends 
that the City adopt a resolution suspending Atmos Energy’s proposed effective date for 45 days.  
Assuming a proposed effective date of April 21, 2026, Atmos Energy’s proposed effective date is 
suspended until June 5, 2026.  
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RESOLUTION NO._____________ 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF ____________________, TEXAS, 
("CITY") RESPONDING TO THE APPLICATION OF ATMOS ENERGY 
CORPORATION – MIDTEX DIVISION, TO INCREASE RATES UNDER 
THE GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM; 
SUSPENDING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RATE APPLICATION 
FOR FORTY-FIVE DAYS; AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO CONTINUE 
TO PARTICIPATE IN A COALITION OF CITIES KNOWN AS THE 
“ATMOS TEXAS MUNICIPALITIES;” DETERMINING THAT THE 
MEETING AT WHICH THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED COMPLIED 
WITH THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING SUCH OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, on or about February 20, 2026, Atmos Energy Corporation – MidTex 

Division (“Atmos Energy”) filed for an increase in gas utility rates under the Gas Reliability 

Infrastructure Program (“GRIP”), which if approved, results in an increase in the monthly 

customer charges as follows:    

Rate Schedule 

Current 
Customer 

Charge 

Proposed 2026 
Interim Rate 
Adjustment 

Adjusted 
Charge 

Increase 
Per Bill 

Rate R – 
Residential Sales 

$25.03 per 
customer per 

month 

$10.59 per 
customer per 

month 

$35.62 per 
customer per 

month $10.59 
Rate C – 

Commercial 
Sales 

$140.01 per 
customer per 

month 

$38.65 per 
customer per 

month 

$178.66 per 
customer per 

month $38.65 
Rate I 

(Industrial) & 
Rate T 

(Transportation) 
$2,100.00 per 

meter per month 
$658.18 per 

meter per month 
$2,758.18 per 

meter per month $658.18 
 

WHEREAS, Atmos Energy’s application, if approved by the Railroad Commission, will 

result in a systemwide increase in Atmos Energy’s revenue of about $286.9 million, of which 

ATM’s portion is about $28.2 million; and 

WHEREAS, the City has a special responsibility to exercise due diligence with regard to 

rate increases of monopoly utilities who operate within its boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the application to increase rates by Atmos Energy is complex; and  
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WHEREAS, the effective date proposed by Atmos Energy is April 21, 2026 but a 

suspension by the City will mean that the rate increase cannot go into effect prior to June 5, 2026; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to suspend the effective date for the increase in rates for forty-

five days, so that the City can assure itself that the data and calculations in Atmos Energy’s rate 

application are correctly done and are in conformity with section 104.301 of the Gas Utility 

Regulatory Act. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF _________________________, TEXAS THAT: 

Section 1. That the statements and findings set out in the preamble to this resolution 

are hereby in all things approved and adopted. 

Section 2. The City suspends the requested effective date by Atmos Energy for forty-

five days pursuant to the authority granted the City under Section 104.301 of the Texas Utilities 

Code. The City finds that additional time is needed in order to review the data and calculations 

that provide the basis for the rate increase application. 

Section 3. The City shall continue to act jointly with other cities that are part of a 

coalition of cities known as the Atmos Texas Municipalities (“ATM”).  

Section 4. The City authorizes the law firm of Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC, to 

act on its behalf in connection with Atmos Energy’s application to increase rates.  

Section 5.  To the extent Atmos Energy’s application to increase rates under section 

104.301 of the Gas Utility Regulatory Act (“GURA”) is considered a ratemaking proceeding 

Atmos Energy is ordered to reimburse the City's reasonable rate case expenses incurred in response 

to Atmos Energy’s rate increase application within 30 days of receipt of invoices for such expenses 

to the extent allowed by law, or pursuant to agreement between Atmos and ATM. 

Section 6. A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Mr. Christopher A. Felan, Vice 

President, Rates & Regulatory Affairs, Atmos Energy Corporation, 5420 LBJ Freeway, Suite 
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1800, Dallas, Texas 75240; and to Mr. Alfred R. Herrera, Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC, P.O. 

Box 302799, Austin, Texas 78703, or via email to AHerrera@HerreraLawPLLC.com. 

Section 7. The meeting at which this resolution was approved was in all things 

conducted in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 

551. 

Section 8. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this _______ day of ______________________ 2026. 

 
______________________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
______________________________________ 
CITY SECRETARY 
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