
JULY 25th, 2019                CITY OF RIESEL                   SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES  

 
BE IT REMEMBERED that on Thursday, JULY 25th, 2019, the Riesel City Council met in a SPECIAL called meeting, at 6:30 p.m. in the Riesel City Hall 
Meeting Room, at 104 Hwy. 6 North in Riesel, Texas, with notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours in advance in accordance 
with Section 551, Texas Government Code. 

Call to Order:  Mayor, Kevin Hogg called the meeting to order at 6:31PM  

Council Members Present:  Jeanne Lehrmann, Marshall Shaw, Bobby Dieterich, Jeff Tanner & Phyllis Koester 

Employees Present:  Alisha Flanary 

Visitors Present:  Mike Dixon, Bob Wallace, Ben Rosenberg, Mike Cox,  Scott Wetzel, Tom Flanary, Lorean Pulley, Rodney Adameck, Anna Adamek, Dolly 

Niles, Sloan Kuehl, Linda Hogg, Jimmy Carpenter, Ronnie Dowdle, Mary Dunn, Gary Drapela, David Wren & Ron Oden 

 

VISITORS COMMENTS:  Tom Flanary mentioned to keep in mind that the arsenic project numbers are simply “proposed numbers” at this point  

 

Water Project Discussion:   

Discussion was held regarding the arsenic mitigation project.  All water suppliers involved in this project were invited to attend this discussion and all entities 

had representation at this special meeting.  City Engineers, Bob Wallace, Mike Cox and Scott Wetzel presented two plans:   

A. The first viable option is to drill a new well for blending water.  Using this option, a shallow well would be drilled in the Brazos Alluvium or a 

terrace alluvium area.  This well water would have a low arsenic content and would be pumped to Riesel, Meiers Settlement & RMS WSC for 

blending and lowering arsenic levels and would supply an additional water source to meet future growth and demand projections for the next 

50 years.  H&H Water Supply would has also agreed to be a partner in the project if a well is drilled.  They do not have an issue with high arsenic 

levels, but they are eager to secure water for future demand.  With the addition of H&H as a  4th partner, the extra sharing of the capital 

expenses helps to lower the cost to the other entities. The total projected cost for this option is $6.2 million dollars. 

B. The second potentially viable option is to treat and blend water by installing a proprietary treatment system at the RMS well site to reduce the 

arsenic level and then deliver the treated water to Riesel and MS for use in blending and lowering the arsenic values.  This system involves a 

ceramic ultra-filtratrion system (UF) that appears capable of removing arsenic from high temperature, high TDS, and high iron content water.  A 

pilot study would be required for this option, but preliminary tests have been very promising.  This option does not include H&H WSC, because it 

does not generate any additional water supply, which means the cost would be shared by only Riesel and Meier’s Settlement and RMS WSC 

(which is owned by Riesel and MS).  Estimated cost for this option is $5.4 million dollars.  

Ben Rosenberg of US Capital Advisors talked about funding and the current interest rates and possible loan scenarios.  City Attorney, Mike Dixon, stated that 

interlocal agreements and contracts would be very important. He also urged all parties to go back to their boards to discuss these options further and 

hopefully make a decision as to how they want to proceed. 

 

Fourth Police Officer:  Discussion was held regarding the hiring of a fourth police officer.  There were recently some questions as to the recruitment of a 

fourth police officer.  One year ago, council voted to authorize the Chief of Police to advertise for a fourth officer, however the cost of doing so was extensive 

that it was stricken from the budget that was adopted last August.  So, without current funding in the budget, the possibility of hiring a 4th officer was on hold.  

Jeanne Lehrmann moved to take no action at this time.  Phyllis Koester seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing:  Phyllis Koester made a motion to set a budget and tax rate public hearing on August 13th, 2019 at 6:30 PM at the next regular council 

meeting.  Jeanne Lehrmann seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 

Budget:  Mayor Hogg filed his proposed 2019-2020 Operating Budget at noon on July 25th, 2019.  Council received copies of the proposed budget and some 

brief discussion was held regarding capital outlay requests.  Further discussion will be held at the next regular meeting, which will allow council some time to 

review the entire proposed budget.  

 

Tax Rate:  Jeanne Lehrmann made a motion that the Proposal Tax Rate to fund the 2019-2020 Operating Budget be published at the rate of .314510 per 

thousand, and that this proposed tax rate set the maximum tax rate that can be adopted after the public hearing regarding the tax rate is held.  Jeff Tanner 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried unaninmously. 

 

 

Adjourn:  With no further business and with no objections, Mayor, Kevin Hogg, adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM. 

 

 

______________________________                                                _________________________________ 

Mayor, Kevin Hogg                    Attest:  Alisha Flanary, City Secretary 


