
CITY OF RIESEL 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES ~ NOVEMBER 9, 2011 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday NOVEMBER 9, 2011, the Riesel City Council met in a REGULAR called session, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Riesel City Hall Meeting Room, at 104 Hwy. 6 North in Riesel, Texas, with notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours in 
advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code. 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Ross presiding officer, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Council Members Present: Deena Tobias, Tom Flanary, Dave Ross, Jordan Doughty and Al Bumelis 
 
Council Members Absent: Gerry Suttle 
 
Employees Present: Pete Zuniga, Teresa Ellis, Daryl Uptmore and Alisha Flanary 
 
Visitors Present: Lea Kluck, Phyllis Koester, Jim Lea, Mark Spencer, Charla Harrell, Steve Clugston, William E. Aston, Odis Merritt, Carol 
Merritt, and M. Johnson 
 
Public Hearing: Public Hearing relating to approval of Taxation of Goods-in-Transit that are otherwise exempt from taxation.  Hearing 
opened at 6:30 p.m.   Mayor Ross informed the public that they were permitted to speak for or against the taxation of certain goods-in-
transit, and there was no response.  With no public input, hearing closed at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Consider/Action on approving ordinance #2011-10 relating to the Taxation of Goods-in-Transit. A motion was made by Tom 
Flanary to approve ordinance 2011-10 as written, whereas it has been determined that certain goods-in-transit personal property, as 
defined by the amendments to Texas Tax Code 11.253 under Senate Bill 1, shall be, and are hereby declared to be taxable by the City of 
Riesel for the tax year 2012 and for every year thereafter, all as provided for and in accordance with Texas Tax Code 11.253.  Al Bumelis 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Items: Items to approve: (a.) Minutes from Regular Council Meeting on Tues. 10/11/11 (b.) Approve Payment of Bills (c.) Approve 
Payroll. A motion was made by Al Bumelis to approve the consent items. Deena Tobias seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Visitor’s Comments: Lea Kluck expressed concerns about a registered sex offender residing less than 1,000 feet from the elementary school, 
and stated that numerous young children have to walk home from school and have to walk in front of the sex offender’s home.  Ms. Kluck 
wanted to know what could be done by the city.   Charla Harrell wanted to know if police could patrol that area before and after school while 
the children are walking home.  Council expressed their regrets about the situation and stated that according to the law, once a sex offender is 
released from parole or probation there are no requirements on where they may reside, unless so stated in a city ordinance.  But, due to the 
type of law that this city is governed by, the City of Riesel is not allowed to adopt such an ordinance.  The council recommended speaking to 
County Officials to see if they could possibly come up with a county law or provision that would be suitable.  Officer Zuniga stated that the 
police already patrol that area during the school morning and afternoon hours and that they would definitely continue to do so, just as they 
always have. 
 
Income - Expense Reports: Jordan Doughty made a motion to approve the October 2011 Income/Expense Report. 
Tom Flanary seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Power Plant Update from Mark Spencer, Project Director, Sandy Creek Services: Mark stated that there was a significant event this past 
month resulting in very high temperatures in the furnace, which damaged some metal.   Repairs will push back their schedule by several 
months.  There were no injuries in the incident; however there were many complaints of excessive noise due to mandatory testing, which Mr. 
Spencer stated should only be a one-time occurrence. 

 
 

Consider/Action with Park Committee regarding park construction bid:  Discussion with Phyllis Koester and Jim Lea regarding the track 
and the swings, updated information was presented.  A motion was made by Tom Flanary to accept the bid for the swings as quoted and to 
begin installation a.s.a.p., and to request a revised bid on the track.  Deena Tobias seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion/Action with RISD Superintendent Steve Clugston regarding SB100 Election Law:  Mr. Clugston presented the pros and cons 
of all of the alternatives that the city and school are facing due to the change in the election laws.  He stated that as a school district, they are 
required to partner with either the county or a municipality.  He also stated that the school board would love to keep the election in May, in 
order to keep it a “local” election instead of it being more focused on the national election.  No action was taken at this time. 

 
Consider/Action on adopting Resolution 2011-1109 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RIESEL, TEXAS, MAKING CHANGES TO THE CITY’S 
GENERAL ELECTION PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 100, EIGHTY-SECOND REGULAR LEGISLATURE; MAKING THE UNIFORM ELECTION DATE 
IN NOVEMBER THE DATE UPON WHICH THE CITY’S GENERAL ELECTIONS SHALL BE HELD INSTEAD OF THE SECOND SATURDAY IN MAY; 
MOVING THE SLATED MAY 12, 2012 GENERAL ELECTION OF THE CITY TO NOVEMNBER 6, 2012; PROVIDING THAT ALL FUTURE GENERAL 
ELECTIONS OF THE CITY BE HELD IN NOVEMBER; PROVIDING FOR THE HOLDOVER IN OFFICE OF PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS TO 
ACCOMPLISH THE CHANGE AND TO MAINTAIN STAGGERING OF TERMS; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY.  A motion was made by Tom 
Flanary to adopt Resolution #2011-1109 as written.  Jordan Doughty seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously 



 

 

Consider/Action – William Aston with FHLM presenting information regarding possible arsenic removal plan.  Mr. Aston gave 
background on FHLM and talked about the future plans and goals of the group and how it related to the City of Riesel.  Initially the group 
formed to come up with a potential plan on obtaining some other source for water other than well water.  Only recently has the emphasis 
switched to arsenic reduction by blending.  The project designates Lake Waco as a source of water for the 16 water systems in the group.  The 
plan involves taking water from 2 locations in the City of Waco, and over 95 miles of pipeline, and numerous pumps will carry the water to the 
16 rural communities and water systems in the group.  Plans are only in the preliminary stages, but first estimates are at $46.4 million dollars.  
Grants are being sought for 75% of the cost, however availability of grants have greatly declined recently.  Completion of the project could be 
10 years away, optimistically he stated.  Mr. Aston recommended that the city continue its pursuit in treatment of arsenic in order to keep in 
compliance with TCEQ and EPA.  But, he said that for long term water needs, the City of Riesel should consider staying in the FHLM group 
because the aquifer currently being used could be depleted in 20 or 30 years and having a potential plan in place for surface water would be 
very important.   No action was taken by council at this time. 

Consider/Action on accepting letter of resignation from Officer Joshua Welch.  A motion was made by Deena Tobias to accept the 
resignation of officer Josh Welch.  Al Bumelis seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consider/Action on possibility of filling vacant position of officer or whether to use extra car as a backup car.  A motion was made by 
Al Bumelis to hire a Reserve Officer and to keep the extra police car as a back-up car.  Tom Flanary seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Consider/Action on exploring options related to numerous requests for a Sex Offender Ordinance.  Discussion revolved around the 
statement made by City Attorney Mike Dixon, that the City of Riesel could not adopt an ordinance related to where sex offenders would be 
allowed to reside in the city limits and that there are no state laws prohibiting it either.  Council suggested neighborhood watches, and talking 
to county officials.  No action was taken. 

 
Consider/Action on annual employee holiday dinner & Thanksgiving Thank You Cards.  Al Bumelis made a motion to give employee 
appreciation gift cards in the amount of $50 to all employees, and to schedule the annual employee appreciation dinner banquet in February 
instead of December.  Jordan Doughty seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: An Executive Session will be held pursuant to Section 551.074 of the Government Code so that the City Council may 
deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, promotion, compensation/raises, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of, or to 
hear a complaint/grievance regarding Police Officer Pedro Zuniga.   Time in:  9:00pm     Time out:  9:17pm 

 

Discussion and Action on Subject of Executive Session:  Tom Flanary made a motion to increase Pedro Zuniga’s pay by 2%, retroactive to 
his anniversary date in August.  Al Bumelis seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Adjourn:   With no further business and with no objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:17pm. 

 
 

Dave Ross, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 

Alisha Flanary, City Secretary 


