
AUGUST 29TH, 2017                CITY OF RIESEL                      SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED that on Tuesday, AUGUST 29TH, 2017, the Riesel City Council met in a SPECIAL called meeting, 
at 6:30 PM in the Riesel City Hall Meeting Room, at 104 Hwy. 6 North in Riesel, Texas, with notice of said meeting 
having been posted at least 72 hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code. 
 
 
Call to Order:  Mayor Brandon Blasingame called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Council Members Present: Brandon Blasingame, Kevin Hogg, Jeanne Lehrmann, Bobby Dieterich & and Jeff 
Tanner 
Council Member Absent:  Phyllis Koester 
 
Employees Present:  Alisha Flanary, Chelsea Brooks, Randy Ehlers & Pete Zuniga 
 
Visitors Present:  Tom Flanary, Jr., Earlene Neumann, Debi Haynes, Lu Ann Borth, Terry Linebaugh, Jennifer Hogg, 
Katherine Bode 
 
TWDB Funding Application:  Bob Wallace was present to update Council on a 4.7 million dollar water project with 
the City of Waco and RMS, MS WSC and H&H WSC.   Jeanne Lehrmann moved to authorize the payment of $30,000 
for engineering costs for conducting an engineering study and filing the application on behalf of the group and to 
divide the costs between the entities when the percentage of participation for each entity has been determined at the 
conclusion of the study.  Kevin Hogg seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Budget Hearing:   
At 7:40 PM Mayor Blasingame opened the floor for public hearing on the 2017-2018 Operating Budget.   
To start the discussion, City Secretary, Alisha Flanary explained that there had been recent revisions to the budget 
earlier in the day with adjustments to salaries and comp time and new copies of the budget were printed and 
available for everyone.  Jeanne Lehrmann asked about the amount budgeted for street repairs vs. the current year’s 
amount.  She also asked about the sewer jetting system that was budgeted for last year, but was not purchased.  
Bobby Dieterich asked about payroll taxes and overtime.  Katherine Bode asked about salaries and benefits and 
about budgeting for police cars.  She also had questions about the contingency fund and what it was for and why it 
was so much.  Earlene Neumann asked about lab fees and wondered if $6,000 was adequate, but after more 
discussion this line was reduced to zero because of a recent decision by DPS not to pass on those costs to law 
enforcement agencies.  She also asked if enough was budgeted for engineering fees.  And, finally, she asked about the 
Chili Fest budget and whether it would be sanctioned and if it was not profitable this year, whether or not Council 
would reconsider this event in the future.  Debi Haynes made a statement that her questions were directed solely at 
the mayor. She asked questions about his goals for the city, for which the mayor suggested they discuss one on one.   
She asked about council training and suggested it would be better to allocate more funding for fire department 
training, instead of council training, in order to potentially reduce homeowners insurance rates for property owners.  
Mrs. Haynes also had questions about whether enough engineering fees were budgeted and insisted that if projects 
were known about that they must be included in the budget.  Mrs. Haynes asked the mayor to explain his 
understanding of the contingency fund.  The Mayor explained that it was for unforeseen circumstances.  Debi had 
concerns about the capital outlay decisions.  She asked about the Vactron that was budgeted and whether or not the 
Mayor had considered leasing one, as needed, or if hiring Kubitza would be more sensible until there were actual 
projects planned for water and sewer line replacements.  Mrs. Haynes also asked about park maintenance and 
buying a new mower.  Katherine Bode interjected with more questions about the amounts budgeted in water 
revenue and expenditures.  Debi Haynes followed up with questions about budgeting adequate engineering fees for 
known subdivisions, developments and projects that are planned.  She asked about budgeting for sewer tie-ins and 
about why so much more money was budgeted for contract labor since Mr. Barker was no longer employed.  Mrs. 
Haynes said she reviewed the salary sheet included in the budget and had questions about raising all employees to 
have 4 weeks of vacation, due to the fact that the Utility Superintendent began his employment with 4 weeks, while 
all other employees start with 2 weeks and max out at 3 weeks.  Katherine Bode mentioned that vacation 
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designations were defined in the Employee Policy Manual.  Debi Haynes then asked for clarification on comp time. 
Mrs. Haynes also asked about maintenance on the Water Plant and suggested that preventative maintenance be done 
instead of only fixing things when they break.  She concluded her questions with statements about large amounts of 
money being budgeted for capital out lay for Street Repairs, City Hall, Pavilion and Vactron, among other things, but 
questioned why only $10,000 was budgeted for water line replacements and $0 was being budgeted for sewer line 
replacements and suggested that there just seemed to be some kind of disconnect with this.  With no further 
comments, Mayor Blasingame concluded the public hearing on the 2017-18 Operating Budget at 8:12PM. 
 
 
Tax Rate Hearing: 
At 8:12PM Mayor Blasingame opened a public hearing to hear public opinion on the proposed 2017-18 tax rate.  
There were no comments or questions regarding the tax rate, so Mayor Blasingame concluded the tax rate hearing at 
8:13PM. 
 
Budget Adoption:  Jeanne Lehrmann moved to approve Ordinance # 2017-05 adopting the proposed 2017-18 
Operating Budget with the removal of $6,000 in Lab Fees for the police department to be instead allocated to 
engineering fees in the General Fund.  Kevin Hogg seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Tax Rate:  Kevin Hogg moved to approve Ordinance #2017-06 and that the property tax rate be increased by the 
adoption of a tax rate of 0.364347, which is effectively a 9.36 percent increase in the tax rate.  Jeanne Lehrmann 
seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 
 
Ballot:  Jeanne Lehrmann made a motion to cast a ballot for the Rural Transit District Board, with 10 votes for Phyllis 
Koester and to split the remaining votes equally for Rick Wegwerth and Henry Witt III, with 5 votes each.  Bobby 
Dieterich seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Parade:  Kevin Hogg moved to approve the Riesel Homecoming Parade request which is to be held on September 
27th, 2017.  Bobby Dieterich seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Council Election:  Jeff Tanner moved to accept a Certificate of Unopposed Candidates for the City of Riesel General 
Election to elect three at large council members and to approve an Order of Cancellation of the Riesel General 
Election to be held on November 7, 2017.  Jeanne Lehrmann seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
Adjourn:   With no further business, Mayor Blasingame adjourned the meeting at 8:35 PM. 
  
________________________________          __________________________________________ 
Mayor, Brandon Blasingame       Attest:  Alisha Flanary, City Secretary 

  


